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Happy NEw YEAR!
HoLibAY HIGHLIGHTS

I T WAS A WONDERFUL AND EXCITING SEASON FOR OUR RESIDENTS, DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS THIS YEAR! WE HAD
PARTIES, CAROLERS, VISITS FROM SANTA CLAUS, MANY DELICIOUS MEALS AND FUN ACTIVITIES FOR ADULTS AND
CHILDREN ALIKE. EACH WEEK IN DECEMBER THE FAMILIES ENJOYED A DIFFERENT CELEBRATION.

NE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS WAS A VERY SPECIAL HANUKKAH PARTY. SPEARHEADED BY OUR BOARD MEMBER STACEY

HeNDLER Ross, A GrRour FROM TEMPLE EMANU EL ALONG WITH THEIR RABBI AND
CANTOR PROVIDED A WONDERFUL EVENING FOR THE FAMILIES HERE. STACEY CAME TO THE
SHELTER DURING THE DAY AND DECORATED THE DINING ROOM. THE REST OF THE GROUP
ARRIVED AFTER DINNER. RaABBI DANA MAGAT TOLD THE STORY OF HANUKKAH AND LIT THE
MEeNORAH. THE CANTORIAL INTER, MEEKA SIMMERLY TAUGHT THE CHILDREN HANUKKAH
SONGS. THEY PLAYED DREIDEL GAMES, HAD SOME COOKIES AND EVERYONE RECEIVED A
GOODIE BAG AT THE END OF THE EVENING. IT REALLY WAS A GREAT NIGHT. THE CHIL-
DREN LEARNED SOMETHING NEW AND HAD A LOT OF FUN IN THE PROCESS.

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SHOPPE WAS A HUGE SUCCESS THANKS TO GENEROUS DONORS AND THE EFFORTS OF

MANY HARD WORKING VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE SURE EVERYONE WAS WELL TAKEN CARE OF. THE SHOPPE OPENED
ON FRIDAY MORNING OVERFLOWING WITH TOYS, CLOTHES, ELECTRONICS, BOOKS, GAMES,
STUFFED ANIMALS, AND MUCH MORE. THE PARENTS SHOPPED ALL WEEKEND WITH THE HELP
OF VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF WHILE THE CHILDREN WERE KEPT BUSY WITH ARTS AND CRAFTS
ACTIVITIES. ON MONDAY THE CHILDREN HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHOP FOR THEIR PARENTS.
EACH CHILD WAS ABLE TO CHOOSE SOMETHING SPECIAL TO GIVE TO THEIR MOM AND DAD.

IN ADDITION, THE FAMILIES IN OUR AFTERCARE AND TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAMS WERE
ABLE TO COME SHOPPE.

SUE RunsvoLD AND DeBORAH LEMBERGER FROM TURNING WHEELS FOR CHILDREN MADE
SURE EVERY CHILD LIVING AT THE SHELTER WOULD GET

A NEW BIKE, HELMET AND LOCK FOR CHRISTMAS. THE CHILDREN WERE WIDE EYED AS
EACH ONE CAME INTO THE DINING ROOM FOR CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST. EACH BIKE HAD
A GREAT BIG BOW AND A BRIGHT NAME TAG. EACH CHILD RAN AROUND LOOKING FOR
THE BIKE WITH THEIR NAME AND UPON FINDING IT SQUEALED WITH JOY. THE PAR-
ENTS WERE EQUALLY SURPRISED AND THRILLED FOR THEIR CHILDREN. IT WAS QUITE

A SIGHT - A SIGHT THAT BROUGHT MANY SMILES AND TEARS OF JOY TO NOT ONLY THE
PARENTS, BUT THE STAFF AS WELL.

DONORS, VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF WERE ABLE TO SEE AND SHARE THE MANY SMILES OF RESIDENTS YOUNG AND OLD
DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. WE ALL HAD JOYFUL EXPERIENCES!
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DIrecTOR’S REPORT

Haprpy NEw YEAR!

THIS HAS BEEN A VERY EXCITING TIME AT THE SHELTER. IT IS NICE
TO HAVE THE FLURRY ACTIVITY FINISHED. WE ARE SO GRATEFUL
FOR ALL OF THAT ACTIVITY. SO MANY PEOPLE WERE PRESENT FOR THE
FAMILIES AT THE SHELTER. |T WAS A GREAT SEASON FOR THE FAMILIES
AND FOR THE WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO HELPED. THE SEASON STARTED
WITH A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS FROM NATIONAL CHARITY LEAGUE WHO
CAME AND DECORATED THE SHELTER. THEY CERTAINLY SET THE TONE
FOR THE SEASON. THE SAN Jost City COUNCIL APPROVED UNANI-
MousLY, A GENERAL PLAN CHANGE FOR A PIECE OF PROPERTY NEARBY
TO BUILD A NEW SHELTER. THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE PEOPLE THAT
MADE THIS HAPPEN. WE ARE BEGINNING THE PROCESS TO BUILD A
BETTER PLACE FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES TO STAY. THIS IS A GIFT THAT
WILL HELP HOMELESS FAMILIES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. A LOT OF
WORK 1S AHEAD BUT WE ARE FINALLY ON THE WAY.

ALL OF THE FAMILIES IN THE SHELTER AND THOSE FAMILIES WHO
HAVE LEFT AND MOVED INTO PERMANENT HOUSING WERE ABLE TO
SHOP FROM THE LARGESSE OF THE WONDERFUL DONORS. THIS YEAR
AGAIN WE WERE BLESSED WITH NEW BIKES FOR ALL OF THE CHILDREN
IN THE SHELTER. THANKS TO TURNING WHEELS FOR KIDSs, THIS
BROUGHT GREAT JOY TO THE CHILDREN AND TO THEIR PARENTS. THE
FAMILIES IN THE SHELTER HAD A FESTIVE HEw YEAR’S EVE PARTY

TO TOP OFF THE CELEBRATIONS. DANCING, GAMES, JUNK FOOD AND
A BIT OF BUBBLY FOR ALL. THE SEASON WAS COMPLETED WITH A
CELEBRATION FOR LITTLE CHRISTMAS, GIFTS AND A SPECIAL MEAL
FrRoM AAUW OFFICIALLY ENDED THE CELEBRATIONS. THANK YOU TO
EVERYONE WHO HELPED THE FAMILIES AT THE SHELTER.

TrisH CROWDER
ExecuTive DIRECTOR

SHINING STARS!

WINKLE TWINKLE CHILDCARE IS A PRESCHOOL IN Los ALTos wHO

COMES EVERY YEAR WITH GIFTS FOR THE CHILDREN. THIS YEAR
3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS SPENT THE DAY AT THE BuiLD-A-BEAR FAC-
TORY MAKING AND DRESSING BEARS
AND THEN BROUGHT THEM TO THE
SHELTER TO GIVE TO THE KIDS.
THEY MADE SURE EACH BEAR HAD A
“HEART AND A HOME” BEFORE LEAV-
ING THE FACTORY. IT WAS SUCH A
BUSY DAY FOR THESE LITTLE GUYS
THEY ALL FELL ASLEEP ON THEIR WAY
TO THE SHELTER,BUT AS SOON AS
THEY ARRIVED THEY FOUND NEW EN-
ERGY. THEY WERE SO HAPPY TO BE HERE AND EXCITED TO GIVE THESE
SPECIAL BEARS TO SOME SPECIAL KIDS. WE ARE SO LUCKY HAVE
TWINKLE TWINKLE SHINE THEIR STARS ON US EACH YEAR.




THAaNK Youl

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL OF OUR DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS WHO GAVE OF THEIR
TIME AND EFFORTS DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON. BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROSITY THE FAMILIES PARTICIPATING IN
THE BRIDGES AFTERCARE PROGRAM, THE GLENNART ARMS TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM AND THE FAMILLIES HERE AT
THE SHELTER ALL HAVE A VERY speciAL “CHRISTMAS” HOLIDAY.
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Volunteer Meal Teams

FeBrUARY 2007

St. Joseph

Sai Seva

SJ Christian Reform Church
Sai Baba

Saratoga Presbyterian

Sathya
Everygreen Caring Heart Org.

Bansal Family

Freeman First Church
Orchids

CRC

South Bay Bible Church

St. Francis

West Minster

NRC

Friends of the Families
St James AMEC

St. Justin’s Parish
Mother’s Kitchen
Willow Glen UMC
Good Samaritan

Thank you to our dedicated meal teams. We are still looking to
fill some spots in January. If you can help please call Sarah at
408.926.8885

Thank You!
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MarcH 2007

St. Joseph

Sai Seva

SJ Christian Reformed Church
Sai Baba

Saratoga Presbyterian

Sathya Group

Evergreen Caring Heart Organization

Siemen’s

CRC
St. Andrews
West Valley Christian Youth

Renaissance Academy

St. Jude

SJ Scales of Justice

West Valley Christian Church
Calvary Church

St. Paul

St. Justin’s Parish

Immanuel Lutheran Church
San Jose Pioneer Lion’s Club
St. Andrew’s

Good Samaritan

Prince of Peace




